
MT MAUNGANUI LIONS
FEBRUARY 2009

It’s 51st year of SERVICE

Club normally meets on the first and third
Tuesdays of the month, mostly at the Cosmopolitan

Club,
Miro Street, Mt Maunganui, assembling downstairs

from about 5.45 with meal from 6.15 p.m.

Correspondence to the Club at
P.O.Box 4208 Mt Maunganui South

ROSTERS
2nd February Business Meeting
Greeter: Everyone’s responsibility
Invocation: Hugh Hughes
Parting Thought: Brian Mansell

In lieu of the 2nd Meeting
District 202L’s Convention at Mount Cossie
Club 27

th
& 28

th
February and I March.

>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>
PROVERB

Of money, wit, and virtue believe only one-fourth of
what you hear.

<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<
THOUGHT FOR THE MONTH

"No generation has a freehold on this earth.
All we have is a life tenancy-with a full
repairing lease."
Margaret Thatcher (British Prime Minister,
1979-1990)

President’s Message
We are now one month into our New Year and I believe
we can expect a greater demand on our funds through
reduced incomes with the downturn in the economy.
Even though we are small in membership numbers it is
imperative that everyone puts their weight behind the
challenges ahead.
As the Lions years progresses it is becoming more
difficult to get sufficient members who are able to assist
when required, and there are genuine reasons why

others are not available – work, holidays, health, age
etc.
I believe if we want to fulfil our obligations as members
of the Mt Maunganui Lions Club an increase in
membership is a must. It is up to each and every
member to meet this challenge.
On a lighter note the January 20th barefoot barbecue
turned out to be one to remember. A total of 27
including guests enjoyed a wonderful night with lots of
good things in life. To all those who helped to make it
the success it was, my thanks to you all. I must name
one person however and that is Shirley my partner, for
undertaking the catering. What she did was amazing
and I’m sure all those that were there will agree with
me.
For your Diary – 27th February - 1st March 202L’s
Convention, Mount Cossie Club
Lioness Book Fair – my thanks to Hugh, Haydn, Brian
M, Ken, and David for your support.

President Eric

CLUB NEWS
Thank You
A very special thank you to Pres. Eric and Shirley for hosting
the barbecue on the 20th in the lovely setting at their home,
and for the fabulous food provided. Thanks also to all the
other people who assisted them.
After a long time without contact with many of you it was
great catching up with you all and your doings.
It was great that we had such a good turn out although it was
unfortunate that some members, through work, illness and
injury were unable to be with us, but we thought of you.
It was good to hear that the latter two are both recovering.

New Address
P.D.G. Claude has shifted into Bayswater Village and his new
address is:
Phoenix Court, Bayswater Village, 60 Maranui Street, Mt
Maunganui.

Help Wanted - Tutor reading.
The Mount Intermediate operate this programme 3 mornings
a week – Tues Wed and Thurs.
Tutors are put through a half day training before we begin so
that they know what they are to do.
It involves listening to individual students read for a ten
minute period of time, assisting them with words and
comprehension.
You would have about seven students in a morning. You
would have the same students each time you come.
The programme runs from 9 am till 10.25 am and you are
welcome to stay for morning tea with the staff afterwards.
Some tutors come once a week and some more often
depending on what time they can spare. We prefer tutors to
come on the same day each week as this helps with our
timetabling.



Thank you for taking this to the Lions club for me and I look
forward to hearing from you in the new year. Have a
wonderful Christmas and New Year.
Sue Scholes
Note: Speaking with Sue as a follow up to this year’s Peace
Poster Competition, and the School’s support for the Can Tab
project, she asked whether any of the Lions/wives/ex Lions
could assist with this programme. She mentioned how they
value this important help and the benefits it gives to the pupils
and I offered to co-ordinate those able to assist. Volunteers
are instructed how to help the pupils – great for assisting
grand children or great grand children!
Could you let me know in this coming week so that I can
pass on the names to the School.
Hugh

Book Fair Assistance
Thanks to those members who assisted the Lioness Club last
weekend, both at the shed and at the Sports Centre, with
shifting the huge number of cartons of donated books etc for
their Book Fair. It certainly is a major undertaking and it was
great seeing the support they received from other Lions and
community members.

Kan Tabs
Mount Intermediate provided a large number of kan tabs last
year, as they used the collection of them as points towards
the House Competition. I recently gave our large collection to
PDG Neil Motion to forward on.

Please note change
The March Social function is now on Saturday 21st March
with a FAMILY DAY at McLarens Falls Park between 11
a,.m, and 3.00 p.m. instead of the normal meeting date.
It will be a great opportunity for members of all ages of
your family, to meet with and share the occasion with all
the other families of our Mount Lions Club family.
YOU WILL BE RECEIVING MORE INFORMATION ABOUT
THIS SOON.

Item from the Club’s Second History
Book.
The President for 1985/86 Robin Blair
Singleton
“Born in Levin in 1938 the third of five children. My father in
those days worked for the State Hydro as a station carpenter.
We were then living at a power station called Mangore at the
back of Shannon. I started school in Wellington after my
father moved to work for De Havilands building Tiger Moth
planes etc.
After the war we then moved to Christchurch living in several
different suburbs and attending many different schools. My
father was again working for State Hydro as a building
overseer. I left school and first worked for an old clothing
warehouse called Sargood, Son & Ewen. This gave me my
grounding in the so called rag trade. At the age of 22 I
moved to Auckland as a representative of a chemical
company who then transferred me to Taranaki.
This is where I met and married Lynne who was born and
bred in Waitara. I then changed again into the rag trade,

working first for Kaiapoi-Petone who transferred me to
Hamilton; then worked for Manawatu Knitting Mills who after
five years transferred me to Christchurch thus completing a
full cycle.
Not being a one to stay put we moved again after a few
years, this time to Mt Maunganui where we purchased the
mens wear business. We sold this after about 7 years and I
now work for the Bay of Plenty Times as Assistant
Advertising Manager.
We have three children, Catherine aged 19, Jon aged 17 and
Anna aged 14.
I played cricket for many years in Christchurch, and also
hockey, representing Canterbury through the grades. I also
played the cornet for 30 years in such bands as Woolston,
New Plymouth, Hamilton, Addington Workshops and
Tauranga.
At present I am serving on the Board of Governors of the
Mount College and on the Executive of the Mount Golf Club.
I was also a Charter member of the Waitara Lions Club.

THINGS FOR YOUR DIARY
27/28th Feb, 1st Mar 2009,
202L Convention hosted by the Papamoa Club.
This will be a great chance to support the Club we
chartered.
12th February,
Zone 11 meeting Papamoa Surf Club, Papamoa Domain at
7pm
14th February,
Ronald McDonald House open day and opening.
Saturday 21st March
Mount Lions Family Day in the Park

Mount Maunganui Lions Club’s Officers
2008 – 2009

Elected Officers
President Eric Judson 575 0805
I. Past President Haydn Boyle 575 6489
Secretary Brian Dey 575 8661
Treasurer Jim Burch 542 2036

V. President Brian Mansell 572 1202
Peter Jones 027 495 4937

Tail Twister Nigel Kurzfeld 575 4747
Non elected Officers
Almoner Neil Clarke 572 3828
Bulletin Editor Hugh Hughes 575 3245
Calendar Project Brian Mansell 572 1202

EDITOR’S PIECE
An interesting aspect of the United Sates Presidential
Election which resulted in Barrack Abama’s success, was the
manner in which so many of the people of the country, and
the world, generally enthusiastically accepted his vision of
what is required of their country, and the peoples’ part in
achieving this. His vision was based upon strong human,
social values with people participation, as opposed to the



rampant materialism and selfishness that has generally
increasingly pervaded society and leadership throughout the
world. Thus Obama’s vision provides a challenge to leaders
of countries around the globe.
The existing disparity between the haves and the have nots,
that is largely dependant upon one’s ability, or position, to
access the “financial or power trough”, irrespective of the
value if any to their society of their role or contribution, lies
behind this inequity and the increasing undermining of
civilised society. Selfishness, greed and lack of consideration
for others is part of this threat.
To overcome this widespread malaise requires changing
individuals’ values and attitudes to those more in line with
human and social ones that seem to be the basis of fulfilled,
caring and contributing adults. The Presidential Vision shows
the direction and encourages change, but unless steps are
taken to ensure the values and attitudes are passed on to
future adults in the course of their becoming one, base
animal, survival instincts could again predominate. However,
such change will also be “fighting” against all those who do
not wish to give up their power or to change their selfishness
and greed!
It is also interesting that P.M. John Key has also fostered a
more inclusive style of leadership in this country which is an
important basis for human, social values. I would hope that
our government will also have the wisdom and vision to see
that the manner in which our country has helped young
become adults have in the past failed to ensure the human
social values and attitudes vital for a civilised society are in
fact effectively passed on.
It would seem that we, and the developed world including the
U.S.A., need to examine and question the ‘sacred cows’ of
the processes that are behind this, including the education
systems!

SOME OTHER CLUBS’ ACTIVITES
Otumoetai
PDG and President Robert Miler assisted at the International

Youth Camp at Okataina this year, and wrote,
“Overall the camp was again a great success and
the Youth left Okataina with better understanding
of the cultures of the Countries represented at
Cam - another great bunch of Young Adults.”
Greerton
6 members cooked a BBQ dinner in the Greerton Village
Square sponsored by the Mainstreet Group as a thank you
to a group of volunteers from all over Tauranga who have
done a lot of good work this year. This provided an
opportunity to get amongst these people and give away
fistfuls of Lions cards and inviting past and potential members
to visit our club, in a ‘recruitment binge.’
Welcome Bay
President Doug accompanied Charter Members
Trevor Southee and Rodney Wilson to the official
opening of the Meeting House at the Whetu
Marae, rebuilt after the original was burnt to the
ground in 2006. This was particularly significant
to the members as the original was their first

meeting place. The move to Greenwood Park for
meetings is, I believe, a relatively recent one.

SOCIAL PROGRAMME

Two little boys, aged 8 and 10, were excessively
mischievous. They were always getting into trouble and their
parents knew all about it. If any mischief occurred in town,
the two boys were probably involved.
The boys’ mother heard that a preacher in town had been
successful in disciplining children, so she asked if he would
speak to her boys.
The preacher agreed, but he asked to see them individually.
So the mother sent the 8 year old first in the morning, with the
older boy to see the preacher in the afternoon.
The preacher, a huge man with a booming voice sat the
younger boy down and asked him sternly, “Do you know
where God is, son?”
The boy’s mouth dropped open, but he made no response,
sitting there wide-eyed with his mouth hanging open.
So the preacher repeated the question in an even sterner

tone, “Where is God?”
Again the boy made on attempt to answer.
The preacher raised his voice even more and shook his
finger in the boy’s face, and bellowed, “WHERE IS God?”
The boy screamed and bolted from the room, ran directly
home and dove into his closet, slamming the door behind
him.
When his older brother found him in the closet, he asked,
“What happened?”
The younger brother, gasping for breath, replied, “We are in
BIG trouble this time. 'GOD is missing, and they think we did
it!”

28/02/09
TBC.

District Convention - All members
& Partners invited.
Qualifies as meeting night.

Brian
Mansell

Saturday
21/03/09

Our Lions Family Day in the
Park - Son’s, Daughter’s and
Grand Children, great grand
children etc

Hugh
Hughes

Tuesday
21/04/09

Celebrate St Patricks Day and
Charades.
Ladies Night

Hayden
Boyle

Saturday
16/05/09

Overnighter - Depart Sat Return
Sunday. To Coromandel Hotel,
Social Time, Dinner and Visit/Ride
on Train and to Pump House.
Ladies included.

Brian Dey

Tuesday
16/06/09

Change Of Officers Night -
Suggestion - Mid Winter Xmas in
the Dickens Era. Dress Up. Ladies
Night

Dan Wood
on behalf
of
Incoming
Pres.

Guest Speakers can be incorporated into some others of
the Social Meets where not already suggested
appropriate.
All Social Occasions above are suitable for Lions
Ladies.


